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Extended Essay

The Impact of World Wa_r One on Arab-Israeli Relations:

Was the Balfour Declaration an incautious and ambiguous document
that harmed Arab-Israeli relations in the Pos;t World War?
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Abstract

This extended essay will investigate; The Impact of World War One on Arab-Israeli Relations. The
Research question that I have chosen is: Was the Balfour Declaration an incautious and ambiguous
document that harmed Arab-Israeli relations in the Post World War? The reason for the selected topic
was to present an argument which looked at the external factors of the Arab-Israeli,conflict proving it
to have a deeper meaning than the conflicting beliefs of the religions. This topic will prove to be of
interest to historians which want to delve into the reasons for the Arab-Israeli relations to have formed
in such conflicting attitudes. Additionally the origins of their relationship and the development over
the years will be taken into consideration.

The sources chosen reflect the nature of the topic as they are there to support the evidence given. In
this investigation there will be particular reference to Eric Hobsbawm's argument that Brmsh policy
towards Arab and Zionist nationalism was, “incautious” and “ambiguous” y AR s AL e

To conclude, the essay shows how the British were not entirely to blame for the tensions caused later
within the 20" Century but they were a confributing factor.



(F . e - ‘—' I):,-a--t,’ e
‘a\ q/ {/\/'_/'L [i_ e J.J-T-’ﬁ'f'l{-(/{ e+t o
2 V\ o s/ L -
g oA e e o pIEESTENY
&'L-’ L-C~ } '4_ LA . ) - (
etV = -

Introduction e by

i The Arab-Israeli relationship, throughout the years has shown resiliehce, stubbornness and at times
| suppdrt and loyalty. Like a plane flight the Arab-Israeli relationship can be seen as having turbulence

in parts and there have been many chances of not landing smoothly due to external factors. The
A AA \n‘ external factors in question are the British policies involving both the Arabs and Israeh s. The British

™ Q0 " “showed both the promotion of Arab nationalism through the McMahon letters and also mesm
~‘_/\' through the Balfour Declaration. Eric Hobsbawm argues that British Policy was “incautious™ and
v “ambiguous™ towards the Zionist movement up till now there can be a generalization made that

British policy was not only incautious and ambiguous towards the Zionist but to the Arab as well in a
sense of the contradictory promises made to both people. S Dceis 7 e et 4

Hobsbawm, Eric, The Age of Extremes, p.32 ./
21pid /B



Placing The Balfour Declaration, 1917, in its Historical Context

Why was Britain making promises to the Zionists in 19177

In 1917 the success of Germany’s submarine warfare had put Britain in a fairly desperate position;
supplies were short and the USA were now more focused on fighting their own war against Germany
than on helping Britain. > welence 7

On November 2™ 1917 Arthur Balfour agreed to Lord Rothschild that the British government would
support, “the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people™ . The Jewish Lord
Rothschild was extremely wealthy and also very influential in the USA. This appealed to Britain’s
best interests as she felt that victory was slipping further away although by Britain asserting herself
only to her best interests she was provoking incautious factors towards the later affects that could

have potentially harmed her relation with the Israelig,. (¢ b'\ié‘r A sy Ly ety d""w‘

The Balfour Declaration written to Lord Rothschild is an agreement to support the Zionist movement
yet due to the previous evidence, it can be suggested that Britain was supporting Zionism in order to
movement which can be considered a risk when put into the context of Britain winning the war as the
Balfour Declaration does not give any feedback towards the Zionist movement becoming of help to
the British. By becoming in agreement with an extremist movement this could have created risks for
Britain as when the conflicts between the Arabs and Israeli’s started to occur she was
“condemned...for what they (the Israeli’s) regarded as her failure to implement the Mandate in favour
of the national home.” Another factor which would make the invitation towards Zionism a risk could
be the McMahon letters written 2 years previous® which almost pleads for the Arab support against
the Ottoman Empire which could create bad relations between the Jews and the British

Did Britain have a clear understanding of the Zionists to whom the promises were made?

Nationalism can be defined as a patriotic feeling’ shown towards a country. Throughout hisfory

" nationalism can be seen from one extreme to the other within context to the time period, leader and

location of the country. In 1919 Italy became a Fascist state under the rule of Benito Mussolini yet
Germany where the National Social Party, Nazism, came to power in 1933, was more widely
recognised as a @@state. For the Fascist Europeans nationalism toys with the publics emotions by
inserting the feeling of prevalence. Nationalism also convinces people that war is socially acceptable.
Within Germany and Italy at the time when Fascism was in power people presented great nationalistic

* The League of Nations Mandate for Palestine, July 24", 1922 found at

http://www fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1922mandate.asp 31/01/2012 14:52

* Litvinoff, Barnett “Makers of the Twentieth Century : Weizmann and Ben-Gurion” History Today Volume 30
page 5

* In a series of letters written by Sir Henry McMahon, The British High Commissioner in Egypt, Arab
Nationalism is encouraged in return for support against the Ottoman Empire
http://www.forham.edu/halsall/mod/1915mcmahon.asp 31/01/2012 15:00

® Thompson, Della “The Oxford Compact English Dictionary” Oxford University Press 1996, page 661
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views as by supporting their country they were able to forget about their own problems and indulge
themselves into an impregnable nation. 1 e le ] 7

According to Barnet Litvinoff, Jews saw, “Zionism as a heresy, the secularisation and politicisation of
God’s Promise as revealed to the prophets.”” In comparison to the nationalism seen in Fascist Ttaly
and Germany, Zionism presented the religious movement of Judaism to gain a homeland for their
people. The Zionist movement wanted to gain back the city of Jerusalem which was originally seen in
a biblical context . Although Mussolini’s fascists embraced the Catholic church, this had nothing to
do with religion but more with consolidating his power by getting the support of the Vatican and the
Italian people. Hitler directed Nazism towards the working class of Germany and was in favour of
creating a superior “Arian” race. The Zionist movement shows us how Judaism promoted nationalism

based on faith and the difference between the white European nationalism and this Middle Eastern

movement is that Zionism was not created in order to gain more power, but to claim back what they
believed was their rightful homeland. < ot {_’ les (e Pt s A2

Theodor Herzl greatly encouraged, “the formation of a political movement to establish a Jewish
homeland in Palestine”® by the pamphlet created in 1896) “On the Jewish State”. In 1897 this
pamphlet was presented in the first Zionist Congress which was assembled by Herzl °. It presents
Herzl’s ideas on what he claims to be opinions of his “fellow-citizens” and he talks about the people
as “one people”. Additionally, Herzl suggests ways in which the homeland can be taken in order to
restore the rights of his people. Notwithstanding the clarity of the vision of Zionism can be challenged
through the analysis of Herzl’s opinions. The source itself is full of patriotism revealing the strength
of the Jews stated how the “the distinctive nationality...neither can, with, nor must be destroyed” By
emphasising their strength and their indestructibility Herzl presents himself with an underlying
counter claim to his argument which is that if the Jewish people “cannot be destroyed” then what is
the necessity for a homeland? Herzl also states that “The plan” is “...simple in design, but
complicated in execution™" which indicates that the complexity of Herzl’s’ plan may jeopardise its
execution. The proficiency of Herzl’s aims “will be gradual...and will cover many decades.”"
Producing a plan taking space over many years can cause uncertainty to the fulfilment as through the
years aspects may start to seem more ambiguous if the steps are not carried out in the correct order.
Herzl’s pamphlet can also suggest the backward thinking as the quotation, “It is useless...to be loyal
patriots...if only we could be left in peace,” presents the idea that Herzl wants to be given the land
instead of the modern notion which would be to have a demanding approach. Once again, the
pamphlet proposes the biblical context in which his ideas come from as the mentions, “Whoever
...must perish, let him perish.” The backward thinking of Herzl’s pamphlet shows support towards
Bell’s opinion that Jewish nationalism is, “a far cry from modern notions of national self-
determination.™® Litvinoff shares a different interpretation than that of Herzl where, “...few Jews
wanted...an organised voice”" There is a contradiction towards the pamphlet which supported a
defining moment within the Arab-Israeli ?onﬂic‘f; as many Jews were now “seeking social equality”.

7 Litvinoff, Barnett “Makers of the Twentieth Century : Weizmann and Ben-Gurion” History Today Volume 30
Issue 1980 s
% Theodor Herzl, On the Jewish States, 1896 (A pamphlet)
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1896herzl.asp

® Ibid

* Ibid

Yibid

2 Bell, P.M.H, “The World Since 1945 an International History” p. 166

'3 Litvinoff, Barnett “Makers of the Twentieth Century : Weizmann and Ben-Gurion” History Today Volume 30
Issue 1980 page 1

{

b

( / - R A
sz U

{““j‘\

)

r Rg—
S il - i

e

ry
P O



This conveys the notion that Herzl had created the pamphlet in aspects largely involving his own

opinions which “ran counter to the aspirations of the vast majority of people.”™ Sl et / )

7
/ /

e sz UV LE < v
In light of the above, Britain could. not have comprehended the nature of Zionism when sﬁe appealed '

to the movement in 1917 as the ambiguity of Theodor Herzl’s pamphlet’ meant that the message F
behind his ideas of creating a homeland for the Jews was unclear. The idea was ambiguous and L

incoherent even for some of the Jews so even more so for Britain. There is also the nationalism aspect
where white Eul}qp\@q; show a different understanding of the concept than the Middle Eastern Jews.

Nationalism towards the white Europeans was to show patriotism towards your country whereas
Iy, [ { - “2

-

nationalism within Zionism is shown towards Judaism. A (hegh Seee
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Y Litvinoff, Barnett “Makers of the Twentieth Century : Weizmann and Ben-Gurion” History Today Volume 30
Issue 1980 page 1

Herzl ,Theodor “On the Jewish States.” 1896 (A pamphlet)
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1896herzl.asp



Was the Balfour Declaration ambiguous?

The Balfour Declaration'®, written by Arthur James Balfour'” could be viewed as an “incautious™®

and an impulsive document which was completed in a time of panic for the British. The Declaration
was written in 1917" to present the Zionist movement with at offering & British support. In addition,
1917 was the year in which the Germans had proceeded to use unrestricted submarine warfare in
order to limit British export supplies form Amcrlca and Canada across the Atlantic. The risk of being

defeated made the Balfour Declaratmn incautious as although there cannot be judgement towards the '
fact that if the British were victorious would they have appealed to support the Zionist movement? %

s Feantoag,
The meaning of the Balfour Declaration can be viewed as unclear as within fhe introduction Arthd

Balfour states that the declaration is one “of sympathy”’. This suggests that the British sympathise
with the “Jewish Zionist aspirations™' yet sympathy can have an ambiguous meaning. It could signify
that the British simply sympathise with the Zionists. It could also mean support them as they attempt
to gain Palestine as a Jewish homeland. The promises which have been made within the Balfour
Declaration®” can be that, “His Majesty’s Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine
of a national home for the Jewish people.”” This can prove indication that the British are in
agreement that Palestine should be dubbed the Jewish homeland yet there is still no actual promise
being made. The Declaration® then proceeds onto say that the British will use their, “best endeavours
to facilitate the achievement of this object” This can once again pose an unclear notion as there has
been no actual promise made towards the Zionists in order to fully gain control of Palestine as the

Jewish homeland. Kol Ol cualing

In contrast to the Balfour Declaration, the McMahon letters " during the time perlods 1915-1916 can
be viewed as contradictions towards the Declaration. With reference to the following excerpt, which
was written in October 24th, 1915,% there is awareness that, similarly to the Balfour Declaration,
Britain had attempted to create alliances in order to gain more support. The fact thaf{ the letter was
written in 1915 reveals that at this time there was desperation to gain support from other nations. In
1915 the Treaty of London was also held in;}iqu of gaining the courtship of Iltaly. The British
Government also appealed to Ali Ibn Husain®® , the sheriff of Mecca during the First World War™, in
order to gain Arab support, which would fight against the Ottoman Empire in return for a number of
British promises mvolvmg them as an ally of the Arabs. The letters which McMahon wrote to the

\,L"l )

** Halsall, Paul, The Balfour Declaration, Internet Modern History Sourcebook -
Bttp //www fordham.edu/halsall/mod/balfour.asp " S

Ibid 7

' Hobsbawm, Eric, The Age of Extremes, p.32

* Halsall, Paul, The Balfour Declaration, Internet Modern History Sourcebook
http://www fordham edu/halsall/mod/balfour asp
 hid ‘

* Ibid ‘ 0
2 |bid \ b AT
% Ibid |
* Ibid f
= - Ibid (

% |n a series of letters written by Sir Henry McMahon, The British High Commlss:oner in Egypt Arab
Nationalism is encouraged in return for support against the Otmfnap E;npm A.0.6.0.4)
http://www.forham.edu/halsall/mod/1915mcmahon.asp
7 Ibid
% Ibid
* Ibid \
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Ls
Sherif of Mecca amounted to 10 thus there can be a suggestlon of the desperation which McMahon

and the British felt to gain the Arab support at the time.

The letter written on 24™ October 1915 displays hardly any encouragement of Arab nationalism in the
Middle East considering the statement that the Arabs must “seek the advice and guidance of Great
Britain only”. This submits a rigid view of the British and unlike the Zionist attempting self
determination in a timeworn fashion, the British aims for the agreement with the Arabs was to create
an autocratic agreement which benefitted Britain more than the restricting aims which she had in store
for the Arabs.

The Balfour Declaration® and the McMahon letter written 24™ October’' present contradictions and
this reveals Britain’s aims did change throughout the years of 1915-1917. In the McMahon letter it
states how, “Great Britain will guarantee the holy Places against all external aggression™” Whereas
the Balfour Declaration declares that Britain will “endeavour to facilitate™ which provides us with
evidence that Britain is showing dubiousness towards Zionism. The McMahon letter also presents the
request that if Britain are to support the Arabs in return they must perform, “the expulsion of the
Turks from the Arab countries”™* whereas Britain is able to glve support to the Zionist movement

o g : [~ |
w1th0utanyneedforsomethmgmrcmm vy AR at. cAlm . 0 P qL (

—
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British policy towards the Arabs and Israeli’s can be classified as “ambiguous™” and “incautious
because as the evidence suggests the British government were unaware of the particular nature and
terms of both Zionism and the Arab relations towards the Ottoman Empire including how they felt
about the British. Hobsbawm’s judgment can be seen as being accurate to a certain extent yet we must
also take into consideration that Zionism was not made with a definite structure fcbr its cmzeds So
there would be some confusion for the nation watchmg the events i e

S [ I
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* Halsall, Paul, The Balfour Declaration, Internet Modern History Sourcebook « -~
http //www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/balfour.asp

*In a series of letters written by Sir Henry McMahon, The British High Commissioner in Egypt, Arab o
Nationalism is encouraged in return for support against the Ottoman Empire - “ ¢ [ e
http://www. torham edu/halsall/mod/1915mcmahon.asp /
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** Halsall, Paul The Balfour Declaration, Internet Modern History Sourcebook
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/balfour.asp
* In a series of letters written by Sir Henry McMahon, The British High Commissioner in Egypt, Arab
Nationalism is encouraged in return for support against the Ottoman Empire
http //www.forham.edu/halsall/mod/1915mcmahon.asp
” Hobsbawm Eric, The Age of Extremes, p.32
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Assessing the Nature of Arab-Israeli Relations Prior to World War One

How hostile were Jews and Arabs towards each other prior to World War One?

P.M.H Bell states, “The Middle East is an area where the present can never be separated from the
past.”’
been conflict involving the Arab-Israeli Relations yet this is not the case. “A Path to Peace Inspired by
the Past” by Martin Gilbert®® gives an insight to the positive and negative aspects of relations between
the Arabs and Jews throughout history and also presents us with the argument that the conflict
between these two peoples is not sxmphstic enough to be named a long standing religious-historical
conflict.

“Hostility has unquestionably been a part of the long historical narrative of Arab-Jewish
relations.”*’ Among the historians Bell and Gilbert there is agreement in the two quotations used,
through delving into Gilberts essay there is noticeable counter claim to this argument. Under the title
named “A New Jerusalem™’ Gilbert mentions events in which the Muslims and Jews did not just
work alongside each other but worked together as a unit. An example of the “cross-cultural
engagement”“l can be shown 1(1 1234 when a jointly owned house “in Cairo (was) lived in by Jews
and Mushms This demonstrates how the relations can be dubbed “too simplistic” to be a rcligio-
historical conﬂlct as many of the events during the time of the New Jerusalem show events of support
and togetherness. Another example of their relations is shown through times of war where in 143 Y
“Jews continued to fight as companions-in-arms with Muslim soldiers against the Christians.>* So
throughout 1400 years there have been times of peace and shows of togetherness among the Arabs
and Jews. . o't ol e AN Wy i

It would be too condensed to staie that the only conflict between the Arabs and Jews was a long
standing religious-historical conflict and as Bell argues that, “The Middle East has...a magnetic
effect...partly for religious reason, partly as a result of geography, strategy and economics.”* As we
have seen throughout history, 1mper1ahsm has caught the eye of many of the European countries.
Britain had been reluctant to lose her empire and did everything in her power to preserve it, Germany
also shows signs of imperialism through the 1* and 2™ Moroccan Crises. The effect of an extreme
movement such as Zionism can also be linked to the Jews wantm% a colpny for themselves. Palestine
was marked as a place upon which the Jews religiously believed that it had belonged to them but with

_an extremist movement such as Zionism, it would be difficult for the movement not to want to gain

power like the\fascﬂt movements of Ttaly and Germany. Thus in agreement w1th Bell the Palestine
problem can be viewed as a post-colonial problem as well as a religious one. [ feq  aeieet o

F R PO ‘fdmﬂt‘fr
Although Gilbert states how, “No Muslim country was free from periods of anti Jewish sentiment”™"
he argues a point previous that, “There is nothing in Islamic history to parallel the Spanish expulsion
and Inquisition, the Russian pogroms, or the Nazi Holocaust™® This testifies the notion that although

o Bell, P.M.H, “The World Since 1945 an International History” p.166 +" l , r 4
* Gilbert, Martin, “A Path to Peace Inspired by the Past” Volume 60 lssue 8 2010 ot

39Ib|d p.3
* Ibid p.3

* Ibid p.4

* |bid p.5

* Ibid p.5 |

* Bell, P.M.H, “The World Since 1945 an International History” p.166 |

:z Gilbert, Martin, “A Path to Peace Inspired by the Past” Volume 60 Issue 8 2010 p.5
Ibid p.2
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With this statement the historian could then develop a preconceived idea that there has always -
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which have shown shocking acts of violence and in comparison, the Arab-Israeli relations seem some
- i

what minor, Jewrily @

there has been hostility between the Jews and Arabs, throughout history there have been (héiden'ts / _/‘ 0

Prior to World War One, there have been tension exerted yet the extent of which tension was present

/ was very little in comparison to the tension(during and after the war. By looking back on the history

‘ of this complex relationship, this essay has also been able to reflect upon the importance of studying

v World War 1 and the decisions made regarding the Arabs and Jews. Through discovering the

W
Wb 0 historical context of their relationship there is an awareness of the fact that the Balfour Declaration of
4 4 . . . .
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Assessing the Impact of the Balfour Declaration in the Period 1918-1948

Following the Paris Peace Treaties, how did Arabs and Jews react to the promises made to them
during World War One?

The Paris Peace Treaties were produced in order to create settlement and comfort to particularly the
victors but they also affected much of the World’s current state as many empires lost and gained
spheres of influence over the countries and empires which were allies to Germany.

The Treaty of Sevres, 1920 resulted in the division of the Ottoman Empire. At the time of World War .
One the Ottoman Empire had been an ally of Germany. The one question was: Who was going to ‘
become the main leader for Palestine? e

It was agreed that the USA and Great Britain were going to become the mandates for Palestine, 1922
yet as this was agreed the Jewish were hopeful that with “Britain as Mandatory Power™® Palestine
“would eventually become a Jewish National Home, a state in everything but name...”*’ As Britain

was seen as the main mandate for Palestine, she held a lot of responSIblhty thhm Palestine with the L |

including factor that the region contained “virtually her entire oil reserves”® As time progressed the v
. Arabs realised that the Jewish had become the dominant race in a country they were also meant to be 7/

- a part of thus “Periodic outbreaks of Arab violence...caused. . .Britain (to find herself) involved in

inter-racial conflict of increasing ferocity” /This indicates how Britain did not fully apprehend the .
responsibility she had gained until after the signing of the Balfour Declaration and becmmng "tl-]ie'
mandate to of Palestine. It could not have been estimated when the Arab’s and Israeli’s were to clash
within conflict y yet et it was sure as Britain bemg the mandate the blame would fall onto her. £ *+
Chaun Welzrnam: even before |Br:trtam beczommg a mandate was “already thinking further ahead that- :
‘Britain’s own government”' and wanted to make Britain an ally so after Britain had become a

/) mandaté over Palesting he “occupied a world role™* advancing towards developing a friendship with
. 'Winston Churchill. This suggests that the British promises made in favour of Palestine were of
1mportance to Weizmann as he felt that with the support of the British a Jewish homeland could be a
reality. Aithough as the evidence suggests that later when there was no sign of development the

Jewish ¢ regarded/her as a failure”, _" . 1

(&%~ *—':r" ks
In contrast “Ben-Gurion was placmg his faith in developing Zionist self-reliance with Palestine itself”
this creates the point that although both Weizmann and Ben-Gurion were wanting the same results
Litvinoff argues that Ben-Gurion became more militant and presented opinions of self determination
whereas Weizmann was counting on British support.

The promises made in WW1 such as the McMahon letters and the contradictory Balfour Declaration
present the fact that this did increase tensions between the Arabs and the Israeli’s. As Jewish influence

L

Zm N

LA

"7 Modern History Sourcebook : League of Nations : The Mandate for Palestine, July 24 1922
http [/www . fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1922mandate.asp 31/01/2012 16:03

8 Litvinoff, Barnett “Makers of the Twentieth Century : Weizmann and Ben-Gurion” History Today Volume 30
Issue 1980 p. 4
* Ibid” 7 )
* Ibid p:5~
*! Ibid p.4
o |bld p. 5
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_becamé more apparent and this panicked the Arab which is why there was violence occurring between

two nations who had had 1400 years of peace prlor to the 1nvolvement of foreign powers.
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Is it possible that the events of World War Two had a great effect on Arab-Israeli relations?

_7&” |

The events'in Germany during World War Two caused great upset throughout the world and in
patticular among Jewish communities all over. Bell argues that, “the question of creating a Jewish
state in Palestine acquired a new urgency and an intense emotional impetus from the Nazi death

camps.”rsi_lt caused chaos within the{iv_vquc_if_iﬁd especially for the Jewish communities within Europe. /%

T —— -~ L & by -
There was now, more than ever a feeling of segregation, persecution and unfairness which urged there
to be a national Jewish homeland created even more so.  «

Bell’s argument can be, to a certain extent, justified by David Cesarani’s paragraphs™ which state
that, “the persecution and mass murder of the Jews always overshadowed Israel” although there is a
debate as to whether or not this was the event that presented the main concern as to why the Jews

should have a national homeland, it can be shown that this was the event that lead to the Jews

_demanding one. The persecution of the Jews throughout World War Two can be seen as a catalyst to

" the E;énf;;ﬁ?r the Holocaust, As Cesarani stafneiz’,"“'l‘hroughout the 1950s, Israeli politics were roiled

by issues from the recent catastrophe...violent debates in Israeli Parliament...riots in the streets” This
evokes the message that World War Two was the main cause of Israeli conviction in wanting a

A

homeland.  ~r T the, W ceRenll,, . qile’s dleten auh

e —

Through the rebellious attitudes of the Jews after World War Two this stirred the relationship between
both races as the fight for Palestine to become a homeland became more intense, the Arabs had to
R,A-bec_nme more durable in having their voices heard. Tt is fair to say that British policy in World War
“One towards the Middle East worsened Arab-Israeli relations as both sides were given ambiguous
interpretations from the British which would have angered the Arabs and the Israeli’s even more.

While post World War Two there is would have been an angered opinion of the J?rit_ishﬁs to why they :

did not intervene into German extermination of the Jews. A,— 3 A . .
V' Gecrpc TTYV
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* Bell, P.M.H, “The World Since 1945 an International History” p.166
%% Cesarani, David, “Coming to Terms with Past:Israel” Volume 54 Issue 2 p.3
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Conclusion: To what e_xtfmt did the Baifour Declaratmn impact on Arab—lsraell Relatlons in the
post war permd" o)L f o = U )T\

— ' o e

Eric Hobsbawm ] argument that the Brmsh policies involving the Arabs and Israeli’s during World
War One were incautious and ambiguous’ can be seen as an accurate description for the policies made.
By producing the McMahon letters prior to the Balfour Declaration indicates how the British were
unaware and to an extent, ignorant to the Arabs and Israeli’s in terms of their relationship status and
as individuals. _

The need to win World War One was worthier for the British than it was for the need to satisfy
Zionist and Arab nationalism. There are two reasons as to how this statement can bejustiﬁé.(_'_l; if t_he
British had been fighting a war where there was no doubt that they would lose then the Britain would
not have given their support to either the Zionist movement or the Arab nationals. Secondly, it was
unlikely that white Europeans would understand the nature of Zionist and Arab nationalism because

I for white Europeans it is a different _concept involving patriotism and promoting a positive image of

" warfare and it was difficult for the white Europeans to comprehend nationalism of a belief like the
Zionist movement did. It was inevitable that the collapse of empires in World War One would have a
significant impact on the Arab-Israeli relations yet the British policies caused a significant amount of
turmoil towards the negative attitudes which both the Zionists and the Arab adopted. The long term
history of the Arab Israeli conflict cou]d have reduced the 51gmﬁcanoe of Britain’s role within the
conflict yet it is Martin Gilbert’s analysis in “A Path to Peace Inspired by the Past™® which provides
us with the knowledge that the relationship between the Arabs and Israeli has seen positive highlights
for example the 1400 years of peace®’

 Finally, it is possible to argue that the horrors of World War Two fundamentally changed the way in

which a Jewish homeland had to be viewed as prior to this it was a Zionist movement which saw the

| Jewish homeland as something which would be convenient to have yet post World War Two it
" became a necessity in which the Jews were willing to fight for a safe homeland. The Holocaust made

it impossible to judge fairly the impact of British pol'icy on Palestine prior to 1941 yet there is a
perception that due to the ambiguity of the British polldy with the Arabs and Israelis, it did affect their
-relatlons within a negative light.

*® Gilbert, Martin, “A Path to Peace Inspired by the Past” Volume 60 Issue 8 2010
57 «
Ibid
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